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| Þritiſh Northern Colonies. 


Hs is the third time the Sugar Iſlanders have endeavoured to induce the 
Britiſh Parliament to paſs an Act under fpecious Pretences, that in its 
Conſequence can only tend to raiſe the Sugar Planters, upon the Ruins 
of its Siſter Colonies, and at the Expence of Great Britain itſelf. 

By the firſt Act, brought in the Seſſions before laſt, (and which, had it not been 
for your Lordſhips Goodneſs, was endeayour'd by the Sugar Hlanders to have been 
paſſed, before the Noithern Colonies had any Opportunity of knowing any thing 
at all of the Matter) the Sugar Planters were fo modeft in their Requeſt, as to ask, 

amongſt other things, an expreſs Prohibition of the Vent of the Northern Colonies 
ſuperfluous Lumber and Hortes, under the Pretence that it enabled the French to 
under-fſell us. 

The Northern Colonies ſupply our Sugar Plantations with as much Lumber, vis. 
Boards, Planks, and Timber for Buildings, Hogſnheads, Staves, Hoops, and 
Horſes, and Proviſions, as they want, or will ever take of, and in Return take 
their Rum, Sugar, and Melafles, as much as they will give them. 

And then are forced to apply to the Dutch and French Sugar Iſlanders, to take 
off their Surplus, which is in prodigious Quantities. 

It has been fully proved, that our Sugar Colonies had as much as they wonld 
take off, that they had it cheaper than the French and Dutch, and that the French 
and Dutch could ſupply themſelves elſewhere; that our own Sugar Iſlands could 
not ſupply the Northern Colonies with half what they want, or take off half 
what they have to ſell. 8 

How groundleſs, therefore, are the Sugar Planters in their Suggeſtions, and 
unreaſonable in their Deſires, to reftrain a People from the Ven- of the Produce of 
their Land and Induſtry, or to expect the Mother Country ſhenld do ſo partial an 
Act againſt a Colony equally hers, and in a Point (as the Lumber Trade is) that 
does not any ways interfere with Great Britain; but on the contrary, is certainly 
a great Means of diverting the Northern Colonies from falling into our Brizifh 

bs : Manufactures, | | 

The Sugar Iſlanders, ſeeing the Unreaſonableneſs of this their Attempt fully 
expoſed, were aſhamed in their next Application to inſert that Clauſe, and fo, that 
being left out, the Bill was then brought in the laſt Seſſions, for prohibiting the 
Northern Colonies from taking any Sugars, Rum or Melaſſes, in Return from the 
Dutch and French Sugar Iſlands, | 

This was ſhewn to amount to the ſame thing in Effect, as a Prohibition of the 
Vent of the Northern Colonies ſuperfluous Product. 

For if the Northern Colonies were not to take the Produce of the Dutch and 
French Sugar Iflands, in Return, the natural Conſequence would be, that they 
would not take our Produce, it being impoſſible to carry on the Trade, without 
bartering of Product, or to expect Silver or Money from the Frenzh and Dutch, 
who have it not in any Proportion to give us, and who therefore would be put 
upon ſupplying themſelves elſewhere (as it was fully ſhewed they could) with 
every thing they now take from us. Can it be politick to put the French and 
Dutch upon ſupplying themdelves elſewhere, while we can have the Benefit of 
ſupplying them ? | | | 
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This muſt be attended with the Loſs of the ſurplus Product of our Northern 
Colonies, which would then lie dead and profitleſs. 

T here are near zoo Sail of Veſſels employ'd by us in this Trade, between our 
Northern Colonies and the French and Dutch Settlements, for we are the Carriers 
both forwards and backwards; and what a great Advantage that is, is obvious to 
every Eye; all this muſt be loſt, all thoſe Ships, all thoſe Sailors turn'd adrift, 
and as the Loſs would be to us, ſo would the Acquiſition be to ſome Foreign 
Power, 

The vaſt Fiſhery carried on in the Northern Colonies, would be very much 
prejudiced for want of a Vent of their ſurplus refuſe F iſt, which is in ſo large 


Quantities, that a loſing Voyage with the beſt Fiſh, Bas been often made a ſaving : - 
one, by the worſt Sort's being taken off by the Trencb and Dutch, and which 


ie there would be no Vent for. 


Can that be doubted to be an advantageous Trade, that takes off our ſurplus 


Product? No Country can be Loſers by a Trade that takes off its Product; a 
product that otherwiſe muſt be a dead Loſs, and we the Carriers backwards and 
forwards. 

Surely it is one of the chief things to be ſtudied by a Mother Country, to keep 
her Colonies as much as poſſible from interfering with our Manufactures at home, 
and nothing can do this ſo effectually, as Diverſions to other Branches of Trade. 


Many Thouſands are employ'd in this Trade, between the Northern Colonies 


and the French and Dutch Settlements ; theſe Hands muſt turn themſelves to 
ſomething, the Northern Colonies have the Materials to form many of the Britiſh 
Manufactures; ſurely they ſhould, by all poſſible Means, be diverted from it, but 
they'll be forced upon it, in a great meaſure, if this Act ſhould paſs; for if they 
are reſtrained from this, which is the chief Trade of ſome of the Northern Colonies, 
they will not be able, in any other Way, to make Returns to Exgland, to pay for 
NManufactures from thence, a Trade, the Balance whereof is greatly in Favour of 
Great Britain, which is not the Caſe between Great Britain and the Sugar 
Iſlands. 


As it is impoſſible for the French and Dutch Sugar Iſlands to take off our ſur- 


plus Commodities, without our taking their Product in Return, our Northern Co- 
lonies take Care to have that that may be moſt beneficial to us, viz. NMelaſſes, 
which we have then the Manufacturing of into Rum ourſelves, the Demand for 
which is very great in thoſe large cold Countries, and prodigious Quantities are 
uſed in the Fiſheries ; and the Indians that lie behind them, inſiſt upon having it, 
together with the Engli/h Woollen Manufacture, in Return for Beaver Skins, Furs, 


and all that Peltry, by which it 1s, that the Improvement of the Manufacture of 


Hats in Great Britain is raiſed to fo great a Height. 


Our Plantations cannot ſupply the Northern Colonies with the Melaſſes and Rum 


they conſume. It is certain we now take from them all we can get; but ſuppoſing 
there were a Poſſibility of Supply, yet we ſhall not be able to take ſo great Quan- 
tities from them as we want, becauſe they cannot take off the ſurplus Product that 
we now fell the Dutch and French, by which Means only we are enabled to pay 
for the Rum and Melaſſes we neceſſarily require. Beſides, as our Sugar Colonies 
are known to fail in dry Summers, it would be the higheſt Injury in the World 
to deny them the Liberty of ſupplying themſelves elſewhere. 

Barbados uſed formerly to trade with the French and Dutch, and by taking off 
their Sugars, prevented their ſeeking out for other Markets. T hey got, by 


this Means, the Sugar Trade almoſt entirely into their own Hands, or, at leaft, had _ 


made themſelves the common Channel of that Trade. But, 


In 1715. they thought fit to lay a Duty upon the French and Dutch Sugars and 


Melaſſes, and, by that Means, loft that Trade entirely, excepting what is carried 
on clandeſtinely. 
The fame muſt follow, if this Bill ſhould paſs with reſpect to the Trade between 
the Northern Colonies and the Dutch and French Settlements. 
It will put the French upon encreafing the Manufacturing their Melaſſes into 
Rum, which they now do in mo Quantities at Martinico, Ge. and frequently ſell 
at 
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at Sea to our Fiſhermen; and will, if this Bill ſhould paſs, ſupply the Indians, and 
work us out of that Trade. 

There can be no Doubt, that it is better for this Nation to have her Colonies take 
Melaſſes, which they pay for in ſuperfluous Lumber, and manufacture it into 


Rum, than to buy French Brandy, a Commodity wholly of French Manufacture, 


and paid for with Money. 

The entire Supply from our Iſlands to the Northern Colonies of Rum, if it were 
practicable, muſt leave none to be ſent to Europe ; and if, to enable them to make 
the more Rum, the reſt of the Iſlands ſhould take Example by Barbados, and clay 
and refine their Sugars as much as the Barbadians have done for ſome Years pait, 
there cannot poſſibly come to England near the Quantity of Sugars there now does, 
the natural Conſequence of which is calily foreſeen, and will be very ſenſibly felt, 
both by the Navigation and his Majeſty's Revenue. 

It was plainly made appear (nay could not be denied by ſeveral of their own 
Witneſſes upon their croſs Examination) that the View of the Sugar Planters was 
to raiſe their Price upon us, kept up but too high already for foreign Markets; 
ſo inſtead of endeavouring to recover the foreign Trade, which is the greateſt Con- 


cern to England, they would force a Price by a Law upon their Mother Country 


and Siſter Colonies, and drain Riches thence. As, 1f Br iſiol was to be enrich'd at 
the Expence of London ; what Advantage, what Acquiſiri tion of new Riches would 
that be to the Kingdom ? But our Sugar Planters don't feem to care; let the fo- 
reign Trade be loſt. If they ſell leis, provided they can have their own Price, it 
will anſwer their End as well, come whence it will. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, and for many other Reaſons laid before your Lord- 
ſhips the laſt Seſſions, and upon hearing of all Parties, and examining many Wit- 
neſſes, upon the fulleſt Evidence on all Sides, and niceſt canvaſſing into the Affair, 
your Lordſhips thought proper to drop the Bill. 

Notwithſtanding which, now a third Time a Bill 1s brought in for juſt the ſame 
Thing, in a different Dreſs. Inſtead of a Prohibition, it is turned into a nominal 
Duty; but amounts to as effectual a Prohibition, as if it had been ſo in 1 Words, as 
may be eaſily ſeen throughout the whole Tenor of the Bill. 
For Inſtance; in Melaſſes (which is the chief Thing the Northern Colonies 
take, as we get the Manufactory of that into Rum ourſelves) the Puty by this 
Bill laid on it amounts to Two hundred per Cent. on the prime Coſt. | 

And it is worth while to conſider what this Duty may amount to. New-Englaud 
alone gets above Twenty thouſand Hogſheads of Melaſſes from the Duzch and French 
every Year, beſides what our own Settlements will let them have, in Return for 
the Lumber, &c. they take; each Hogſhead contains about 100 Gallons, which, 
at Six- pence fer Gallon, the Duty propoſed, amounts to 50000 J. Sterl. fer Ayu. 
on this one Article in that ſingle Colony, where the Difference of Exchange is three 
for one. 

And in order to make it a more effectual Prohibition, it is required to be paid in 
Silver; whereas it is well known, there is no Currency of Silver nor Gold; but, 
on the contrary, the ſmall Quantity that is brought there, is bought and ſold as 
Merchandize, and fent to England towards Payment for the Manufactures they take 
from hence; and Bills of Credit are their only Currency, which are limitted to 
30000 J their Money. 

It is mere diſputing upon Words to ſay, this Act is not the ſame as that the laſt 
Seſſions; for as the Duty is ſo high, that the Trade can't be carried on under it, and 
the Manner of Payment is impoſſible to be complied with, it is as effectual a Pro- 
hibition as if it was in expreſs Words. It is certainly meant ſo to be, ſo that the 
very ſame Thing that was the laſt Seſſions, upon the fulleſt Evidence, and ſolemneſt 
Conſideration, not thought proper to be granted, is now to force its Way under the 
Notion of a Duty; a Method, which, it is humbly preſumed, will not be endured 
by your Lordſhips: And if, by changing the Dreſs, Things are to be brought on 
thus, Seſſion after Seſſion, when the Merits of the Queſtion have been ſo fairly diſ- 
cuſſed, there will neyer be any End. 


Wherefore it is humbly hoped, it ill not be though f 
Proper to paſs this Bill. 
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